—

LEWIS M. GRIST,
WILLIAM W. EAST.

} Proprietors.

IS

LA

(

- Independent

Family Fewspaper: jnr_iﬁriﬁ—mmuﬁnu of the olitical, Socinl, Bgricultnrnl and Commercial Fnterests of the Sont),

B

$2 PER YEAR, IN ADVANCE.

{

VOLUME 7.

YORKVILLE, REPUBLIC OF SOUTH CAROLINA, THURSDAY MORNING, JANUARY 17, 1861

NUMBER 3.

The Bible and STavery.

ARGUMENTS FOR SLAVERY.
THE FALSE AND TRBUE DEFINITIONS OF

SLAVERY. THE BIBLICAL ARGUMENT

FOR IT AS FURNISHED BY ITS ORIGIN.

As a concise and expliait and correct
definition of any disputed subjest, tends
much to remove prejudice and opposition
to it, we will, in the outset of our defence
of slavery, attempt to ascertain what essen-
tial ideas are so involved in the system of
slavery, as to be incorporated into a defini-
tion of what s slavery proper. Aristotle
says, “the slave is a tool with a soul in it.”
Cicero would tell us that slavery necessari-
ly involves ¢‘obedience, rendered by a mind,
which is broken and abject, and wants a
will of its own.” Dr. Chanoning, thegreat
Unitarian Apostle of Abolitionism, in A.
merica, says, “The very idea of a slave is
that he belongs to another, that he is bound
to live and labor for another, to be anoth-
er's instrament, and to wake another’s will
his habitual law, however adverse to his
own.” Thus he intends to teach slavery
to be property in man as man, by which
an infraction of all human rights ensues,
and theslave is divested of humanity, ceases
to be a person and becomes a mere instru-
ment or thing. To the same effect are the
definitions furnished by Prof. Whewell and
Prof. Hickok and Prof. Haven; and ad-
hered to, by the most rabid of the oppo-
pents of African slavery. Onp the other
hand, good authorities in morals, define
«glavery to be the master's right to the ser-
vice of the slave, involving the correspond-
ing obligation, to treat him as a man, guard-
ing his rights as to family, compensation
and religious instruction.”

But the definition of Paley, is the one
usunally accepted in the South, which makes
«glavery to be un obligation to labor for the
benefit of the master, without contract or
consent of the servant.”” Regarding this
as a correct definition, we are willing to a-
dopt it with the following exposition, fur-
nished by the prince of Theologians in the
South, says he: «What is it that makes a
man a slave 7 We answer, the obligation
to labor for another, determined, by the
Providence of God, independently of the
provisions of & coutract. The right which
the master has, is a right, not to the man
but to his labor. The duty which the slave
owes, is the service which, in conformity
with this right, the master exacts  The es-
sential difference betwixt free and slave-
labor is, that one is rendered in conse-
quence of a contract—the other is render-
ed in consequence of a command. The
laborers in each case, are equally moral,
equally responsible, equally men. But
they work upon different principles.”” (Dr.
Thornwell). The system then, which em-
braces the essential ideas of this last defini-
tion, and which implies reciprocal duties on
the part of master and slave, we pronounce
slavery to be, and we assume to defend it
a8 lawful, wherever the Providence of God
originates it, and wherever it exists, io ac-
cordance with the purposes and laws of its
primary institation.

I. And in prosecuting ovr design we first
develope the Biblical argument.

In presenting this argument, under sev-
eral particular specifications, we take as our
first position, that slavery is recognized, au-
thorized and sanctioned in the Bible as is
evident :

1. From its origin and its accompany-
ing circumstances.

In Genesis 9 : 20—27, we have not only
the fact of slavery prophetically and judi-
cislly indicated, but we also learn there,
the occasion and cause, the agents, the vie-
tims and form of slavery.

Noah, having from excess of wine, fallen
into a deep sleep, is treated with disrespect,
irreverence, and, perhaps, ridicule and car-
nal sport, by his son Ham—awalkes to bless,
with the aid of inspiration, his two pious
and faithful sons, but predicts the doom of
Ham in such language as to imply the en-
slaving of his posterity, and especially in
the line of Canaan. «And he said cursed
be Canaan: a servant of servants shall he
be to his brethren.”

Upon this narrative we submit the fol-
lowing comments :

1. It is a mooted question, why the sen-
tence was pronounced so puintedly upon
Canaan, rather than Ham himself, or his
whole race.

Some tell us it was becanse that Canaan
was a participant in the crime of his father,
that he, first discovering the condition of
Noah, informed his father in the same spir-
it that Ham afterwards muanifested towards
the patriarch ; and herein they find a rea-
son for Canaan’s being singled out in the
prophecy. But to this it need be only said
it is a speculation and conjecture. Anoth-
er npinion is, that the curse was levelled a-
granst Canaan, hecause God designed thus
« furnish encouragement for the Israelites
when, severa! centuries afterwards, 'they
should be called to subdue the Canaanites.

Lookicg upon the Canaanites asdoomed,
in their progenitor, to servitude, Israel would
be nerved for the conquest of the land of
(Canazn. This is a forcible reason and has
able advocates. Besides this we can con-
ceive, that with great propriety Canaan
might be designated, when it is remember-
ed that the very sin, in kind, namely a spe-
cies of licentiousness, charged upon Ham,
was the sio to be most remarkably preva-
lent among the descendants of Cuuuan, as
is evident from Dent. 18:27 and 20 : 23;
and hence by denouncing a judgment upon
this primal sin, and first developement of
the evil, God would by premonition prepare
the nations for the recognition of the right-
eousness of the sentence, which would, in
time, be inflicted upon the degenerate pos-
terity. As strengthening this opinion, let
it also be added that the severity of the
curse was to fall, at least in its universal
sweep, upon Canaan’s descendants first, and
hence he and his race are specially marked
in the language of the prophecy.

Adversely to this explapation of the rea-
sons, some insist that there is an omission
in verses 25, 26, 27, aod in each case,
« Ham the father of”’ should be supplied,
and hence it would read, ““cursed be Ham
the father of Canaan,” iostead of ¢cursed
bé Capaan” as it now stands. This view,
which is adopted by very respectable au-

thorities, fails to commend itself to our
mind, being supported by only the Arabic
version of the Seriptures. We prefer cling-
ing to the sense given by the Hebrew and
our version, and explaining the prominence
assigned to Canaan, by considerations sug-
gested above.

2. It is worthy of observation that the
utterance of Noah, was truly an anoounce-
ment of the destiny and doom, not simply
of a man, but of his posterity. Under
prophetic inspiration, the patriarch lifts the
curtain to an erring parent, and shows him
in the remote future, his descendants de-
graded by subject’~n to his brethren. But
the language is more than prophetical ; it
also sunounces a judicial deoree of Jeho-
vah against Ham and his race. This is
evident from the language of judgment be-
ing used, ¢cursed,” which also stands as
the counterpart of the blessing prononnced
upon Shem and Japheth. The opposite of
a blessing, would be an authoritative cur-
sing, and i this light the bapless father
would doubtless regard it, when he would
contrast the fate of his own children with
his brothers’. Again the phrase ¢gervant
of servants,” is a Hebraism, in which the
idea of degradation, in the superlative de-
gree, is suggested. The Hebrew word
Ebed is equivalent to the Greek word dou-
los, and this from DEO o bind, is translated
by.our word slave; and, heoce, tosay liter-
ally slave of slaves desigoates a servitude
must alject and degraded, and, as some say,
perpetual.

3. The guilt incurred by the act of Ham
also deserves attention. A recent and re-
spectable writer says Haw’s conduct really
deserves death. Hooor thy father and thy
mother that thy days may be loog upon the
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee,
Exod. 20:12. Such is the express law of
God; and passages bearing on this point
are found scattered throughout the old and
new Testaments. God pronounced a curse
on the child that dishonors his parents,
Deut 27:16. Such children forfeited
their claim to life, and disrespect to parents
was, by the same law, a capital erime, Dent.
21:18—21. So that according to the law
of God, Ham deserved death for his unfil-
ial and impious conduct. But the Great
Lawgiver saw fit, in his good pleasure, not
to destroy Ham with immediate death, but
to set a mark of degradation on him, as he
had done with the first murderer, Cain, that
all coming generations might know and re-
spect the laws of God. Slavery was, pro-
perly, a commutation or change of punish-
went. Death was the real punishment of
the crime, but Jehovah, for reasons satis-
factory to himself, changed itto a degrading
state of continual servitude.”

This theory has the merit of being plau.
sible, but is encumbered with the difficulty,
#hat the law by which the set is judged, is a
post factum law ; and hence it is not con-
clusive to say that Haw deserved death for
his filial irreverence, for the law of God so
judged, inasmuch as the formal announce-
ment of that law, so far as we know, was
subsequently to this erime in question —
We are perfectly willing, however, to re-
gard the conduct of Ham as very reprehen-
sible and deserving ; doubtless, all that was
meted out toit. And we admit that wheth-
er we confine the sentence to the guilt in-
carred by the representative act of the pa
rent, or determine that the eye of God also
had in view the sins of the posterity who
were to be the victims of the sentence—in
either case it, ne a curse, was righteous and
no more than cemmensurate with the enor-
mity of the act. There are those, however,
who are ready to tell us, that this conduct
of the guilty party was not the curse, but
only the occasion of the curse, and that God
was only taking advantage of this circum-
stance to reveal his sovereign purposes con-
cerning the entire posterity of Nosh. Up-
on this point we will not commit ourself,
because the Theological bearing of the theo-
ry is rather polemical, for the purpose we
have in view in penning these articles.

4. The historical fulfillment of this sen-
tence is an item of interest. Precisely
when it first began to be executed, history
does not inform vs; and, whether or not, it
was executed upon Canaan in person, we
cannot determine affirmatively. We koow,
however, that it can be traced in its fulfil-
went apon his posterity—and upon the pos-
tericy of the other brothers, who, as we saw,
were not excluded from the curse.

Eight hundred years after this, the pre-
diction was literally accomplished, when
the Israelites, the descendants of Shem,
subdued the Canaanites and took possession
of their country, and also, when the scat-
tered remnantsof those tribzs were expelled
by David, and settled i those parts of Af-
rica, which first fell under the dominion of
the Romans, the undoubted descendants of
Japheth ; and when we remember the im-
mense number of slaves possessed by Ro-
mans and derived from these very quarters,
for the most part, we see additionnl evi-
dence of its progressive fulfilment. And
when we bring into view the history of the
Assyrian Empire,and Tyre and Sydon, and
Carthageand Egypt, we have accumulating
facts, evinciog the enslavement of Ham'’s
posterity, by that of Shem and Jupheth.—
And quoting language of Bishop Newton's
propheey, p. 19, “the whole continent of
Africa was peopled, principally, by the chil-
dren of Ham; and for how many ages havei
the better parts of that country lain under
the dominivn of the Romans, and then of
Saracens, and now of Turksl In what|
misery, wickedness, ignorance, barbarity
and slavery, live most of the inhabitants 7
And of the poor negroes, how muny hun.
dreds every year are sold and bought like
beasts in the market, and are conveyed from
one quarter of the world to do the work of
beasts in another? Nothing can be more
complete than the execution of the sentence
upon Ham as well as upon Canaan.”

5. This history of a doomed race sheds
light upon the design God had in inflioting
the sentence of servitude upon the race of
Ham. Coming, as it surely was, as the
punishment of sin, it was also, a preventive
and remedial agency. A race degraded
and cursed with degradation, would only
tend to sink deeper and deeper 1n the scale
of being, if not subjected to some restraint
and put under control of some supciior
winds ; and hence God interposes slavery,
as a condition in which the degraded may

be restrained from vices, and elevated ; and

such®has been the effect, as can be proved
by reference to numerous instances in which
the prophecy and seatence bave been ful-
filled, and in noue more strikingly than in
the case of the African slavery, to which
we are accustomed, and in which we recog-
nize ourselves as parties to the execution of
this sentence, which introduces us to the
origin of slavery.

Thus we are prepared to reassert that
this sentence, inflicted ns a punishment of
sin, and to be a perpetual mark of degra
dation upon certain of the descendants of
Noah, and by the sanction of Jehovah
which has never been revoked, but has been
illustrated in his Providence, does buth in-
dicate tke origio and cause of slavery, and
also, allows us to plead an institution, which
coincides with the import of this apcient
decree, as lawful for us. And until our
positions are swept away, by our opponents,
we give the above as a part of the Biblical
argument for slavery, upon which we will
have wore anon. PHILEMON.

The Fews of the AWeeh,

THE “STAR OF THE WEST” AT
MORRIS ISLAND.

The first gun of the new struggle for in-
dependence (if struggle there is to be) has
been fired, and Federal power has received
its first repulse.

About seven o’clock yesterday morning,
our citizens were startled by the firing of
heavy guos in the direction of Sullivan and
Morris Islands. It was at once surmised
that the steamship Star of the West, which
had been reported by the special telegraph-
ic correspondents of the Mercury as having
left New York with reioforcements and
stores for Major Anderson, had attempted
to pass the battery oo Morris Island. Our
reporters were immediately despatched to
the entrance of the harbor, and after visi-
ting all the fortifications now occupied by
our troops, the following facts were elicited :

PARTICULARS OF THE AFFAIR.

Yesterday morning, shortly after ¢rev-
eille,”” the sentries on Morris’ Island repor-
ted a steamship stapding in for the ship
channel. The long roll was immediately
beat, and all the troops were promptly un-
der arms, Lieutenant-Colonel J. L. Branch,
of the Regiment of Rifles commanding.—
These comprised the Vigilant Rifles, Capt.
Tupper (90 men); the German Riflemen,
Capt. Small (90 men) ; the Zouave Cadets,
Lieat. Chichester (45 men); anid a de-
tachment of 40 from the Citadel Cadet
Corps. The last named body were at once
marched to the battery, commanding the
ship channel, which, at this point, passes
witkin from one half to three quarters of a
mile of the beach. At T o’clock, when the
Star of the West had reached a point with
in range of the guns, Major Stephens fired
a shot across her bows, as a signal for her
to heave to  After waiting three or four
minutes, no diminution in the speed or
change in the course of the steamer could
be ooticed. A woment after, the United
States flag was run up at her foremast.—
The Star of the West continning thus de-
fiantly to pursue her course towards Fort
Sumter, the order was given to the wen at
the Morris Island guos to open fire. Five
rounds were accordingly discharged in
quick succession. Two of these are repor-
ted to have taken effect; one forward and
the other abaft the wheel. At the sixth
discharge the Star of the West rounded to
and steered outward towards the bar. At
the same time, the ensign which she dis-
played immediately after the warning gun,
was lowered. Three more shots were fired
from [Fort Morris and three from Fort
Moultrie ; one of these latter, it is thought,
took effect.

A gentleman on the Island reports that
after the Star of the West had cleared the
bar and proceeded a considerable distance
beyond, a steam propeller, of about 350
tons burthen, inined her, upparently as a
tender, and they steained off together in an
E N.E direction.

Thus terminated the Srst attempt of the
Federal Government to reinforce the great
stronghold of coercion in our harbor  The
approach of the Star of the West to Fort
Sumter, taken in connection with the fucts
that ker clearance was for New Orleans,
and that ker troops were smuggled aboard
outside the harbor of New York, proves
clearly enough that the President has cho-
sen the coercive policy, and that his offi-
cials will not hesitate to promote its success.

THE NEGOTIATIONS,

About ten o'clock, a boat bearing a white
flag came from Fort Sumter towards the
city. Oan its arrival at the wharf it was
found to contain Lieut. Hall, of the garri-
son of Fort Sumter, with despatches for the
Governor of the State. The presence of
this officer in the city, owing to the events
of the morning, gave rise to considerable
¢xcitement, and speculation was rife as to
the object of his visit. During his inter-
view with the Governor the public curiosity
rose to the highest pitch, but it was two
o'clock before the purport of his communi-
cation was made public. When the people
learned that Major Anderson had sent to
inquire whether the firiug at Morris' Is.
land was sanctioned by the Governor, that
the Governor had replied in the affirma-
tive, and that Major Aunderson had there-
upon signified hie intention of cutting off
all communication by water between the
city and our forts, the expressions of indig-
nation were deep and universal. The most
active weasures were immediately set on
foot to strengthen the forces at the various
points about the harbor, and people were
everywhere discussing how the threatened
affront and iojury should be resented. On
his return Lieut. Hall was escorted to his
boat by Gen. Suber and Licut. Gibbes

Thus matters stood until half-past 6 o’-
clock, when the white flag was again seen
comivg from Fort Sumter, This time the
communication of Maj. Anderson, brought
by Lieut. Talbot, was of a less menacing
character. It briefly stated that he design-
ed deferring for the present the course in-
dicated o his note of the morning, until
the arrival from Washington of the instruc-
tions he wight receive from his Govern-
ment, and asked safe conduct for his bea-
rer of despatohes. Below is the correspon-
dence between Maj. Anderson and Gov.
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Pickens, presented to the House of Repre-
sentatives:
CORRESPONDENCE
Between Maj. Robert Anderson and Gov-
ernor Pickens. '

The following is the proceedings of the
Legislature, at the Evening Session, held
on Wednesday :

The Speaker announced the following
Special Cowmittee, on Message bumber
four of his Excellency the Governor: Mes-
srs. Jas, Farrow, W. C. Black, T. B. Fra-
ser, J. M. DeSuussure, J. J. Pope, Jr.,
Richard Yeadon, J. B. McCants.

The Senate seat to the House the Bill to
alter and amend. the tenth section.of the
first article of the Constitution of the State
of South Carolios.

_The Bill was read the third time, and
passed by a vote of 99 yeas, 4 nays. The
title was changed to an act, and sent to the

Sepate..

Message No. 5 of his Excellency the Gov-
ernor was announnced, and read as follows
by bis Private Secretary, B. T. Watts :

ExncuTivE DEPARTMENT,
January 9, 1861. }

To the Members of the Senate and House

of Representatives :

I have received from Major Anderson,
commanding the United States forges at Ft.
Sumter, an extruordinary communication, a
copy of which ic herewith enclosed, and al-
so my reply.

With the mezns immediately at my com-
mand, I shall endeavor to do my duty.

F. W. PICKENS.

Mr. Farrow moved the immediate consid-
eration of the Message.

Mr. Boylston moved that the documents
beread. Agreed to.

The communication of Major Anderson
was then read as follows :

To His Excellency the Governor of South

Carolina :

Sir : Two of your batteries fired this mor-
ning upon an unarmed vessel, bearing the
flag of my Government. As I have not been
notified that war has been declared by South
Carolina against the Government of the
United States, [ cannot but think that this
hostile act was committed without your
sunction or authority. Under that hope,
and that alone, did I refrain from opening
fire upon your batteries. I have the honor,
therefore, to respectfully ask whether the
sbove mentioned act—one, I believe, with-
out a parallel in the history of our country
or any other civilized Government—was
committed in obedience to your instruc-
tions; and to notify you, if it be not dis-
claimed, that T must regard it as an aot of
war, and that I shall not, after a reasonable
time for the returo of my messenger, permit
any vessel to pass within the range of the
guns of my fort.

Tn order to save, as far as in my power,
the shedding of blood, I beg that you will
give due notification of this, my decision,
to all concerned; hoping, however, that
your answer may be such as will justify a
further continuance of forbearance on my

art,
3 I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
your obedient servant,
(Signed) ~ ROBERT ANDERSON,
Major of the first Artillery, United States
Army, Commanding.
Fort Sumter. Jan'y 9, 1861.

THE GOVERNOR'S REPLY.
CHARLESTON, 9th January, 1861.

Sir: Your latter has been received. In
it you make certain statements which very
plainly show that you have not been fully
informed by ycur Goveroment, of the pre-
cise relations which now exist between it
and the State of South Carolina. Official
information has been communicated to the
Government of the United States that the
political connection heretofore existing be;
tween the State of South Carolina and the
States which were known as the United
States had ceased ; and that the State of 8.
Carolina bad resumed the powers which it
bad delegated to the United States under
the compact known as the Constitution of
the United States. The right which the
State of South Carolina possessed to change
the political relatione which she had held
with the other States, under the Constitu-
tion of the United States, has been solemn-
ly asserted by the people of this State in
Convention, and now does not admit of dis-
cussion.

Io anticipation of the Ordinance of Se-
cession, of which the President of the Uni-
ted States had official notification, it was un-
derstood by him that sending any reinforce-
ments of troops of the United States in the
harbor of Charleston, would be regarded by
the constituted authorities of the State of
South Carolina as an act of hostility ; and
at the seme time it was understood by him
that any change in the occupation of the
forts in the herbor of Charleston, would in
like manner be regarded as an act of hostil-
ity. Either or both of these eveats occur-
ring duriog the period in which the State of
South Carolina coostituted a part of the U-
nited States was then distinetly notified to
the President of the United States as an
act or acts of hostility, because either or
both would be regarded, and could only be
intended, to dispute the right of the State
of South Carolina to that political indepen-
dence which che has always asserted and
will always refain.

Whatever would have been, during the
continuance of this State as a member of
the [Tnited Stases, an act of hostility, be-
came much more so when the State of South
Carolina had dissolved all connection with
the Government of the United States. Af-
ter the secession of the State of South Car-
olina, Fort Snmpter continued in the pos-
session of the troops of the United Staets.
How that fortis at this time in the posses-
sion of the trcops of the United States, it is
not necessary to discuss. It will suffice to
say that the occupancy of that fort has
been regarded by the State of South Csr-
olina as the first act of positive hostility
committed by the troops of the U. States
within the limits of this State, and wss in
this light regnrded as so unequivocal, that
it occasioned the termination of the negoti-
ation pending at Washington between the
Commissioners of the State of Soath Caro-
lina and the President of the United States.

The attempt to reinforce the troops now
in Fort Sumter, or to re-take and resume

possession of the forts within the waters of

this State, which you abandoned after spi-
king the guus placed there, and doing oth-
erwise much damage, cannot be regarded
by the authorities of the State as indicative
of any other purpose than the coercion of
the State by the armed forces of your Gov-
ernment. To repel such an attempt is too
plainly a duty to allow it to be disoussed,
and while defending its waters, the authori.
ties of the State have been careful to con-
duct the affairs of the State so that no act,
bowever necessary for its defence, should
lead to a useless waste of life. Special a-
gents, therefore, have been off the Bar, to
warn all approaching vessels, if armed or
unarmed, and having troops to reinforce the
fort on board, not to enter the harbor of
Charleston ; and special orders have been
given to the commanders of all the forts

til a shot was fired across their bow, which

would warn them of the prohibition of the

State. Under these oircumstances, the Star

of the West, it is nnderstood, this morning

attempted to enter this harbor with troops
on board, and having been notified that she
could not enter, was fired into. The act is
perfectly justified by me. In regard to your
threat in regard to vessels in the harbor, it
is only necessary to say that you must judge
of your responsibility. Your position in
this barbor has been tolerated by the su-
thorities of the State, and while the act of
which you complsin is in perfect coneisten-
oy with the rights and duties of the State,
ic is not perceived how far the conduct
which you projose to adopt can find a paral-
lel io the history of any country, or be re-
coociled with any other purpose of your

Government than that of imposing upon

this State the condition of a conquered prov-

ince. Signed, F. W. PICKENS.

Mr. Mullins offered the following reso-
lutions:

1. Resolved, That this General Assem-
bly looks upon any attempt to reinforce the
troops now in possession of Fort Sumter ae
an act of open and undisguised hostility on
the part of the Government of the United
States.

2. Resolved further, That this General
Assembly learns with pride and pleasure of
the successful resistance this day by the
troops of this State, acting under the orders
of the Governor, to an attempt to reinforce
Fort Sumter.

8. Resolred further, That this General
Assembly entirely approves and endorses
the communication of the Governor this
day made to Maj. Anderson.

4. Resolved further, That this General
Assembly pledges itself to an earnest, vig-
orous and unhesitating support of the Gov-
ernor in every measure adopted by him in
defence of the honorand safety of the State.

The resolutions being put, there was a
universal aye,

Mr. Buist moved that the word unani-
mously be inserted, which called forth an-
other spontaneous aye.

Shortly after, Message No. 6 from his
Excellency the Governor was received and
read, as follows :

ExEecutive OFFicE, Jan. 9, 1861,

To the Senate and House

of Represenatives :

I have just this moment received, un-
der a white flag, from Major Anderson,
Commandant at Fort Sumter, another note,
a copy of which accompanies this.

I immediately granted the permission de-
sired, and directed every facility and cour-
tesy extended to the bearer of his dispatch-
es (Lient. Talbot) for his Government, go-
ing and returning. F. W, PICKENS.

The following is the second communica-
tion of Major Anderson :

HEeADQUARTERS, ForT SUMTER,
Jaouary 9, 1861.

To His Excellency F. W. Pickens,
Governor of the State of S. Carolina :
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge

the receipt of your communication of to-

day, and to saythat under the circumstances

I have deemed it proper torefer the whole

matter to my Government, and that I in-

tend deferring the course indicated, in my
note of this morning until the arrival from

Washington of the instructions I may re-

ceive, I have the honmor aleo to express

the hope that no obstructions will be placed
in the way of, and that you will do me the
favor of giving every facility to the depar-

tare and return of the bearer, Lieut, T.

Talbot, U. S. Army, who hias been directed

to make the jouroey.

I have the honor to be, respectfully,

ROBERT ANDERSON,
Major U. 8. A., Comwanding.

On motioo of Mr. Farrow, the Messages
of the Governor, and communications of
Major Anderson, were referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to
be printed.

A resolution from the Senate in relation
to the adjournment of the General Assem-
bly, was, on motion of Mr. Ekwards, laid
on the table.

On motion of Mr. Fort, the House ad-
journed at quarter to nine o’clock.
~emer -

More of the Bitter Fruits--Facts are

Opening the People’s Eyes.

Space would fail us, were we to attempt
to chronicle all the stoppages of mills and
work-shops in our own State and Massa-
chusetts. Unlike our abolition neighbors
of the press and other similar prints, we do,
nevertheless, publish the more important
items of this very unpleasant news. We
do not believe in the policy of trying to
suppress ugly facts in our midst, which are
daily augmenting and thrusting themselves
upon the public attention. They will not
—cannot be hidden or covered up, even to
meet the party exigencies of those whose
mistaken course has led to these very re-
sults. Hungry men are wanting work ;
and will be heard ! 'We resume our chron-
iole:

In the large and lately prosperous manu-
facturing town of Meriden, eight or nine
of the establishments have come down to
wghort time,” preparatory to a general stop-
ping of work.

Charles Parker & Co’s. foundry and sew-
ing machine, coffee mill, hatchet, and gen-
eral hardware factory, will close its busi-
ness and shut up its doors to-morrow (Sat-
urday) night. This establishment has em-
ployed about six hundred men.

The Britannia company, two hundred
workmen, have nearly ceased business, and

will, probably, olose entirely.

Ives, Carmer & Co., tinware manufauto-
rers, are preparing to stop work,

Parker & Perkins, (hammers,) have shut
up their doors.

John & Edmund Parker's foundry (100
hands) bas ceased work entirely.

Parker, Snow & Co., (machinery and
steam eogines, 100 to 150 baods in ordina-
ry times) have been obliged to discharge
all and shut up their doors.

The feeling in Meriden, in consequence
of the disastrous workings of, Republican
guccess, is very bitter against the irrepres-
sible conflict party. What the oft-repeated
warnings and clear srguments of Democrat-
ic speakers and papers before the election
failed to do, has been accomplished by the
Republicans themselves. The people are
at last convinced, by the pressure of ugly

and batteries not to fire at such vessels un- | faets, that this anoti-slavery war has not

paid the cost, and that it has wrought no
good, but much ruin.

Even the pulpit, so long used politically
only to slander the Demooraoy, spread and
confirm a spirit of Aate, and mis-educate
the people, is now silent on politics. Some
winisters, indeed, who have heretofore kept
aloof from politics, now speak out the lan-
guage of truth, extorted by the overwhel-
ming facts around them. Rev. D. Henry
Miller, in the Baptist Church at Meriden,
on Sunday, December 16, preached =a po-
litical sermon totslly different from the
«political sermons’ known to Connecticut,
espeoially for the pastfive or six years. He
stated (alas ! how truly !) that the «existing
troubles of the country are due chiefly to a
PROSTITUTED AND DEGRADED PULPIT”
here at the North !

Never was & truer word spoken! Thie
generation has been mis-educated by po-
litical preaching from the pulpit—by Sun-
day sermons inculeating, not love, but
HATE towards our brethren of the South.
Hartford (Ct.) Times.

Fortifications in the Southern States.
Subjoined is a list of fortifications, taken

from Mol. Totten’s report made to Congress

a few years ago, giving the cost of each,

and the number of gucs they severally

mount :

Table of Navy Yardsand Principal Forts
South of Mason and Dizon’s Line,
showing the Position, Cost and Strength

of each :

WHERE LOCATED. | COST. |GUNS.
Fort McHenry, Baltimore.......cvcevaen |8 146,000 74
-nmcumu,i’.mumum..................i 135,000 159
Fort Delawnre, Delaware river, Del 57,0000 151
Fort Windison, Annapolis, Md..... 15,000 A
Fort Severn, Maryiand....,....... 6000 14
Fort Washington, Potomac river.... 575,000 88
Fort Monroe, 0id Pt. Comfort, Va.. 12,400,000 371
Fort Calhoun, H. Roads, Norfolk.... .| 1,664,000f 2M
Fort Macon, Beaufort, N. C........ .| 460,000 61
Fort Johnson, C. F., Wilming'n,N.C 5000 10
Fort Cuswell, Onk Island, N. C.... 71000 Bl
Fort Sumter, Charleston, 8. C...... TLO00| 146
Castle Pinckney, Charleston, 8. C., 43,000 2B
Fort Moultrie, Charleston, 8. C.... 75,000 5
Fort Pulnski, Savannah, Ga..., . ,000) 150
Fort Jackson, Savannah, Ga.... 80,000 14
Fort Marion, St ;wglmme, FI 51,000 25
Fort Tml(e [ | S venns| 185
Fort Jefferson, Tortugas.........ooviiinne]  avenss 298
Fort Barancas, Pensacola 315,000 49
Redoubt, Pensueola...... 109,000, 26
Fort Pickens, Pensacola.. 753,000( 212
Fort McRae, Pensacol,,...... 384,000 151
Fort Morgan, Moblle....... «...o0veee..e| 1,212,000 132
Fort 8t. Phitip, M. Mlnsl.suipPl river.......| 143,000 134
Fort Jackson, ﬁl Misslusippl river.. 817,000 150
Fort Plke, Rigolets, La............ 472,000 49
Fort Macomb, Chef Menteur, La.........| 447,000 40
Fort Livingston, Barrataria Bay,La.. ... ... a

*Incomplete.
In addition to these are incomplete works

at Ship Island, Mississippi river ; George-
town, 8. C; Port Royal Roads, 8. C., Ty-
bee Islands, Savannah; Galveston, Brasos
Santiago, and Matagorda Bay, Texas. The
guns which were lately stopped at Pitts-
burg were designed for those at Galveston
and Ship Island. ’

Hawpton Roads is the preatest naval de-
pot station and rendezvous of the Southern
coasts.

Pensacola is very strong, and the only
good harbor for vessels-of-war, and the on-
ly naval depot on the Gulf. The fortress
at Key Westand Tortugas, on the southern
point of Florida, are among the most power-
ful in the world, and every vessel that cross-
es the Gulf passes within sight of both.—
MILITARY AND NAVAL FORCES HEADY FOR ORDERS.

Now that rumor is so busy with the al-
leged movements, southward, of United
States troops and navsl vessels, it may not
be out of place to give a statement of the
forces likely to be ordered for hostile service
in South Carolina. If soldiers be required,
Governor's Island, N. York, Carlisle, Pa.,
aod the Navy-Yards will be the first places
from which reinforcements may be taken.
The 800 troops stationed at Fort Monroe,
Fayetteville, N. C., Augusta, Key West,
Barrancas and Baton Rouge, would not be
removed. The available men, then, for

military duty are nearly as follows :

Men.
o 260
200

Governor's Island. ....
Carlisle. v innn

Brooklyn Navy Ya.l'd 40
Philadelphia Navy Yard.. .. 80
Boston Navy Yard........ . o 40
Portsmouth (N. H.) Navy Yard.....cousvvrenee 20

TOtal, ceresennirinares sasesnoravensssB0

West Point, Fort Hamilton, Fort Adams
and Fort Independence could also spare
gome men, but the above list includes only
those who might be sent away at once, with-
out seriously interfering with the routine
duty of the Nothern stations.

Relative to the navy, very erroneous im-
pressions prevailed as to what vessels wonld
first be called on. The Brooklyn, Macedo-
pian and Dolphin, regular men-of-war, are,
to be sure, in commission, and manned, bat
only the latter, we believe, could enter
Charleston, in the harbor of which there are
coly thirteen feetof water, as the Brooklyn,
fitted out, cannot float in less than sixteen
feet at least, while the Macedorian requires
twenty.

From this fact it would seem that the an-
nouncement of these ships being ordered in
readiness was premature. There are, how-
ever, sufficient craft at the different yards,
of the requisite draft, to form a somewhat
formidable fleet. We subjoin a list of them:

Officers and

Vessels. Guns, Men. Tomns.
Brig Dolphin...cccsessseeesB 100 269
Harriet Lane.....cwenensd 90 about 300
Steamer Water Witch,...2 60 about 378
Steamer Corwin,..ecosees2 50 about 240
Steamer Crusader......... 4 100 about 400
Steamer Wyandotte,......4 100 about 380

Totaliiiieniniasssrnns 23 500 1,757

We have included the Crusader and Wy-
andotte, of the Home Squadron, because
they are now at Pensacols, where they have
just undergone an overhauling, and a pret-
ty reliable correspondent informs us that
they are not to return to their stations im-
mediately. The Mohawk, also, is ¢in and
oat” at Key West every day or two, and,

like her sister gun-boats, could be ordered,
in an hour, by telegraph, to any given place.
Naval vessels drawing over fourteen feet
of water, to the number of a dozen, perhaps,
are susceptible of speedy equipment; but,
as already stated, we mention only those
actoally ready.—New York Times.

Message of President Buchanan.

WAsHINGTON, Janaary 10.—He regrets
to say matters, instead of becoming better,
are still worse, and hope is diminished.—
Alluding to the ‘condition of South Caroli-
ns, he says there appears to be no other al-
ternative but to oollect the revenue and
protect public property, as far as practicable
ander existing laws. His duty is to exe-
oute. He says, at the opening of the ses-
gion, he called attention to the dangers to
the Union, and recommended such meas-

The law hed always been anforced by the
courts on an appeal being taken.. He in-
vited judicial soratiny into State legislation,
and is willing to abide the result, but he
is unwilling that his State should be hum-
ilisted by a compliance on thrests of -vio-
lence and war. He recommends the State:
Legislatare to manifest its loyaly.to Miohi~
ganand proffer the President the use of
the whole military power of the State to-
sustain the integrity of the Union.

Forr MoraAN TAKEN.—On Thursdsy
eveniog last a U, 8. man-of war put ioto
this port for the ostensible purpose of get-
ting & check cashed, to. pay off the prise
mouey to the crew for capturing a slaver. -
Our citizens, not knowing the object of the -
visit, telegraphed to Governor- Moors._the
fact of the arrival of the vessel, when he

ures of relief as he believed would have
the effect of tranquilizing the country, and
saving it from perils in which it was need-
lessly and unfortunately placed. It was not
necessary to repeat this opinion and recom-
mendation. His conviction then expressed
is unchanged. The right and duty to use
wilitary and naval force against those who
illegally assail the Federal Government
are clear and indisputable, but the present
state of things is beyond Executive control.
We are in the midst of & great revolution ;
and be recommends to Congress, that to
meet the present emergency is reserved
the power to declare war, and remove
grievances that might lead to war, and re-
store peace to the country. On them rests
the responsibility. After eulogizing the
blessings conferred by the Uunion, he says:
8hould it perish, the calamity will be as
severe in the Southern as in the Northern
States. The secession movement was chief-
ly made in misapprehension as to the seu-
timents of & majority of the Northern
States. Let the question be transferred
from the political assembly to the ballot-
box, and the people will redress grievances.
In heaven's name, let the trial be made be-
fore we plungeinto the assamption :hat
there is no alternative. Letus have 1 -
flection. Would that South Carolina bad
refleoted. He appeals to Congress to say,
in their might, the Union must and shall
be preserved by all Constitutional means.
He recommends Cougress to devote them-
gelves to prompt action with a view to peace.
A division on the line of thirty-six thirty is
suggested, as caloulated to produce an ad-
justment. It was an imputation on mem-
bers to say they will hesi‘ate for one mo-
ment. Jhe danger is on us in several
States. Forts and arsenals have been
seized by aggressive acts. Congress should
endeavor to give the difficulties a peaceful
solution. He states the reason why he
had refused sending troops to Charleston
Harbor; believing this would have far-
nished pretext if not provoeation on the part
of South Carolina for aggression. Referring
to Anderson, he says that officer, before he
left Fort Moultrie, could not have held that
post forty-eight or sixty hours. He had
warned his country of the danger, and felt
the duty faithfally though imperfeotly per-
formed; he was conscious he meant well
for his country.

Message of the Governor of Virginia.

RiceMoND, January 7.—The message
of Gov. Letcher was sent to the General
Assembly to-day. The Governor renews
the propogition contained in his last mes-
sage, for a Convention of all the States.—
It becomes, he says, our State to be mind-
ful of its own interests. The disruption
seems inevitable. If new Confederacies
should be formed, we must have the best
guaranties before we can attach Virginia
to either. He condems the action of South
Carolina, saying that she has taken her
Southern sisters by surprisg, and that he
would have made npo special reference to
her, had he not been invited to do so by
her late Executive in uncalled-for referen-
ces to Virginia. He says that the non-
slaveholding States are alone chargeable
with the present state of affairs, and if the
Union is disropted, upon ‘them rests the
responsibility.

He opposes a State Couvention, and sug-
gests the appointment of two of the most
distingnished men of the State as Commis-
sioners to the Legislatares of those States
which have passed Personal Liberty Bills,
to insist upon their repeal. He does not
propose, however, that these Commission-
ers should go to the New England States,

It is due, he says, to Virginia, that she
ghould -have proper and effective guaranties
of the protection of slavery in the Distriot
of Columbia; that our equality in the
States and Territories, and our rights of
persons and property should be adequately
gecured ; that we should be permitted to
pass through the free States and Territories
unmolested. If slaves are abducted, the
State where the loss occars ought to be
made to pay the full value of the slave lost.
Like guaranties shounld be given for the
inter-State slave trade, and for the passage
and enforcement of rigid laws for the punish-
ment of such persons in the free States as
organize, aid orabetin organizing companies
with a view of assailing the slaveholding
Statesand inciting the slaves to insarrection.
The General Goverment should be deprived
of the power of appointing to the local of-
fices of theslaveholding States persoos hos-
tile to their institutions and inimical to their
rights. He further says that be will re-
gard any attempt of the Federal troops to
pass aoross Virginia for the purpose of coer-
cing any Southern State, asan act of in-
vasion which is to be repelled. He is
not, however, without hopa that the pres-
ent diffioulties will find some satisfactory
solaticn. Let New England and Western
New York be sloughed off and ally themsel-
ves with Canada.

GOVERNOR OF MICHIGAN ADVOCATING
CoErcioN.—DETROIT, January 4.—Gov-
ernor Blair, in his inaugural address, says,
in reference to South Carolina, that he
presumes, if it could be done properly, the
country generally would be willing to let
the restless little nation of South Carolina
retire forever. But it cannot be done with-
out the destruction of the confederacy,
and self-preservation will compel us to re-
gist it,

The Governor denies that the personal
liberty bills have prevented the execution
of the fugitive slavelaw ina single instance.

promptly issued his orders to the military’
oompanies of Mobile to take possession
forthwith of Fort Morgan aud the srsepal’
at Mt. Vernon.' Io obedience to these or-'
ders the various companies «f the city were
dispatched by Colonel Todd to the differ-'
ent places named, and yesterday morning
Mt. Vernon Arsenal was taken, sa sccount : -
of which may be found in another place,
and last night we also received-the a
ing intelligence that Fort Morgan-had also
been taken without opposition. They.are '
both now in the poasession of the State of’
Alabama, and will be held at all hazards -
and in any emergency. The valte of arms,’
ammunition, &e., taken, will- reac R&f" .

million of dollass. e
Mount VERNON Aasxnu"l‘uxi?—'-

We learn from Mr. Cooper, postmaster and

terday morning at day light the -aiSenal.at -
that place was taken_ by three companiés
from Mobile, under the command of Lieu-+ ,
tenant Colonel Kefehum, withont any resis- " -
tance, or rather by sorprise. There were"
only seventeen men at the arsepal.® - -

' Mobile

The Ladies of the Empire State,
WayNesBoRo', BarkeQo., Ga.y,.
January 1, 18618 5
Editor Mercury : The following p.ﬂ%f
ie resolutions were adopted among others
by the ladies of this town and county, at an
enthusiastic meeting held by them on ta
day last. il g
The following was presented by Mrs, Col. .
I. Carter, and received with a joyous out-
burst of applause Ry
Resolved, That the ladies of Burke coun-
ty do tender their warmest eympathies, sod
pledge their love and devotion to the proud, -
gallsnt, chivalrous and «free people” of
South Carolina, for the fearless and heroic
aot of December 20th, ISBU,I%W ,
pened a page in the history of human great«
ness that the pride of man shall herald-
through all time, and woman’s holiest and -
noblest atfection embalm for all etarnity. = -
A committee of young ladies ted
the following, which was adopted: -5

%

Resolved, That we, the youung ladi
Burke county, do, henceforth,  reject”
haughty scorn and proud disdsin, all ¢
ties from any gentleman who refuses
neglects to join the ranks.of any 8
State that shall, in her sovereigp
withdraw her allegiance from ‘this'ungor
stitutional Confederacy, holding it to be
gelf-evident—that a dastard’s glove ocan
never win a woman’s love, or defend her
honor. Very respectfully. e o

A NaTIVE CAROLINIAN.

=

Honors T0 MAJOR ANDERSON AND 8E0= #*
RETARIES HOLT AND STANTON,—SENE-
ca Farus, N. Y., January 8.—Seneca
Falls is firing one hundred guosin honor 68 <
Major Anderson, of Fort Sumter, and Sec-"+
retaries, Holt and Stanton, for their "sqlﬁat
gervices in the cadse of the Union.  ~

Waveery, N. Y.,  Jaouary 3.—One ~
hundred guns were fired here yesterday, in
honor of Major Anderson. A large ban-
ver was displayed across the street, with
the inscription: «For President in 1864,
Major Anderson.” :

OmaHA, N. T., January 4.—The Ne-
braska House of Representatives; on thelst - »
instant, on motion of General Downs; of At
loe, passed the following resolution: . .. -

Resolved, That the Nebraska Legislature.
sends greeting and thanks to Major Ander-~
son, of Fort Sumter, for his gallant conduet,
and wishes him and his family «“a happy
New Year.” =

Bad oo

ArresT FoR TREAsoN.—J. N. Merri- =
man, Collector of the port of Georgetown,
8. C., was, on Monday last arrested by the
people of Georgetowa, on a charge of trea
son against the State. A letter was fonnd
written by him and addressed to Mr. Buch«
anan, stating that he (Merriman) had just
oleared vessels in the name of the United
States, and that be would continue to do’
0. The letter calls upon the President to
send s boat and men to collect the Federal
revenue, and informs him of the progress
made in the construction of the works near
Georgetown, and promises to keep him' pos-
ted from time to time in relation to the
same. The letter is signed by his initials,
J.N. M. When arrested, he acknowledg-
ed baving written it. Lopse, his deputy,
was also arrested. He said he had been
in the habit of writing out Merriman’s let-
ters, but had not done eo in this case, as
he considered it treason. Both have been
committed to jail.—Charleston Mercury.

MAsSACHUSETTS BrLUSTER.—Governor
Andrew, of Massachusetts, in his message
states that the enrolled militia in the State
exceeds 155,000 men, while the active
militia numbers about 5,600. The Gover-
nor suggests that a larger number be pla-
ced on an active footing, so that the State
may be ready to contribute her share of
force in any exigenoy of public danger.—
The Governor favors the abolition of the
death penalty, and & ohange in the statates
on marriage and divorce. The Personal
Liberty law he believed to be striotly con-
stitutional, as the right of a person to re-
claim an alleged fagitive must always be
subordinate to the indefeasible right of
every freeman to liberty. He submits the
subject to the wisdom of the Legislature.
The secession question he treats at some
length, to the effect that the people of
Massachusetts respond in the words of
Jackson, that «the Federal Union must and
shall be preserved.” 0

clerk at Mount Vernon Arsenal, ‘that yes.. . -



